Introduction
Although some salient characteristics of endemic cretinism'-7 have been described, more studies appear to be necessary to obtain a clearer picture of the variants and spectrum of abnormalities caused by fetal and neonatal hypothyroidism in this disease. Epidemiological and clinical studies in the Congo5, Zaire and Vietnam6 and more recently in Qinghai, China7 appear to indicate that thyroid stimulating hormone (TSH) levels in endemic cretinism vary from normal to highly elevated values; the hypothalamic-pituitary-thyroid (HPT) axis is considered intact in the neurological form of the disease. 8 Congenital hypothyroidism due to loss of hypothalamic-pituitary control is regarded as a rare occurrence being found in 1 out of 100,000 births.9 In the present report, we present four successive siblings with congenital hypothyroidism, refractory TSH response to thyroid releasing hormone (TRH), as well as typical clinical features of cretinism (central cretinism). These cases, who were born to the same parents, were found in our thyroid disease survey of the endemic region of the Jos Plateau, Nigeria.'0 Both parents and two eldest daughters are normal with normal thyroid function.
Case reports
The patients are four children aged 9, 12, 14 and 16 years respectively, comprising two brothers and two sisters. (Figure 1 ) They were referred to us for investigation at the thyroid study unit 
